
160. Maize cobs. Inka 

1440-1533 C.E. Sheet metal/repousse, metal alloys 

 

 Article at Khan Academy 

 a garden of miniature llamas, corn, flowers, and people all made of gold and silver.   

 in the courtyard in one of the most important Inka temples, the Qorikancha, in the capital city of 

Cuzco 

 artistic choices: silver and copper 

 content: the ears of corn on the stalk are life-sized. 

 Context: After the defeat of Inka leadership in the 1530s, Spanish royal agents set up colonies 

across the continent. They looted Inka objects in large quantities and sent many back to Spain. 

The silver corncob and stalk were likely part of the spoils captured in this raid. By 1534, the 

collections of the Spanish king Charles V included a gold maize stalk with three leaves and two 

ears of corn, similar to the one above. Royal inventories also describe gold and silver llamas, 

female figures, a lamb, and a male figure that purportedly originated in in one of the most 

important Inka temples in the capital city of Cuzco, the Qorikancha. 

 Context: The life-size garden was a significant offering within the Qorikancha where it became 

part of a compact version of the cosmos controlled by the Inka state. It also represented the vast 

range of ecosystems encompassed by the empire and the most important agricultural products 

cultivated in them 

 The Qorikancha’s garden asserted  the natural world as a possession of the Inka at the same time 

it reinforced their divine right to rule across the Andes 

 Function: The Inka commonly deployed small-scale naturalistic metallic offerings, like the silver 

alloy corncobs, in ritual practices that supported state religion and government. Offerings have 

been found across Inka territories. Besides corn, these offerings included small gold and silver 

human figurines ornamented with textiles that accompanied qhapaq hucha sacrifices at the 

furthest reaches of the empire. All these  offerings acted as symbols of the supernatural origin of 

the Inkas in the Sun, and their control over the natural world as descendants from the most 

powerful deity 



 


